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How to Start a Grove 


S N sending out Uuh little book we endeavor to 
answer some of the questions asked hy a 
great many people who want to start a grove 
but know nothing of the eon di tie ns to be found 
in Florida. 

“A good begiiiuing makes a good ending,*' 
ajqdies to eitriis groves as it does to anything 
else. The direetions that we give are tlie result 
of many years w'ork with eitrns trees from tlie 
beginning of the orange industry dow^n to the 
present time. 

The first step is to eiioose the land* Our highj 
rolling pine lajids and hammocks, well drained* 
give tlie best situation for the grove* and when 
sucli lands can be found on the south side of a 
lake, it adds Jiiueli to their value because of the 
protection from frost that soinetimes nips the 
young trees. 

Good groves are found all over the State, how- 
ever, from high hickory ridges to fiat woods and 
juiu-k swamps that have been given the proper 
drainage and care. 

Jt is a mistake to go too far from trausporta' 
tion, for fruit and fertiliiiers are heavy to haul 
and the extra cost of hauling wdll hooh offset 
any saving in price of land, without mentioning 
many other inconveniences. 

After choosing the location the laud must be 
cleared. Hell the trees that will do for lumber 
to some sawmill if possible. Save the dead heart 
pine I'ov posts with which to fence the land* 
Dynamite and burn all the stumps and parts 
of the trees that can not be otherwdse utilized. 
Grub the land thoroughly, and burn the roots* 
Drainage is a most important point and one 
that is often neglected. Besides actually rotting 
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away the lower roots, '^^reat doiiifige is done by 
exeeas of water through killing the i^oil baeterin 
wo riete^sary to assist in the assimilation of plant 
food; and besides, where water from uncleared 
lands is allowed to seep through the cleared por' 
tioiis it brings with it the poison given off by the 
roots of the wild vegetation. If Nature has not 
piDvided thorough drainage, man must do so be- 
fore he can iiioet wdth any degree of Success. We 
can give no directions as to si^e of ditches or dis- 
tance between them, as each drainage system 
must be laid out accortling to local conditions. 
'I’his work can be done after the clearing, or at 
the Same time by another set of men. 

When One can do so, it is better to have this 
clearing and ditching done in the winter, In the 
early spring spread broadcast about two tons of 
crushed limestone to the acre of high land or 
three tons on 1ot,v land and harrow in. Then plant 
cow^peas* The lime will hasten the rotting of the 
wild roots that are sure to be left in the ground, 
he the clearing done wdth the greatest of care, 
and will nentraiiKe the acidity created by their 
decay. Nearly all Florida soils are very deficient 
in base and the citrus grower must ever be 
w^atchfiil to prevent the occurrence of acid con- 
ditions. The cowpeas wdll take from the new 
land to a great extent the properties not con- 
genial to the trees and also wdll add both nitro- 
gen and humus to the soil. Tn the fall they 
should be iiio’wod or disked and when thoroughly 
dried either plowed niidor or chopped in with a 
cutaway harro’^v, 

Tf the laud is not perfectly drained naturally 
it is well to plow^ it in beds twenty-five or thirty 
feet wide. Harrow' the beds smootli, but leave a 
deep furrow between them to carry off the water. 
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Very low IjiikLs ciiii be utilised for citrus ^loven 
if tlioy are properly ditclied aiui bedded up. 

Stake oil' the places for the trees. There is a 
wide range of opinion; as to how far apart trees 
should t)G planted. Jt is essential that the roots 
have jdenty of roojj] in the ground and the 
branches plenty of sunlight if the trees are to be 
in the healthiest condition. A good average ciia- 
taiicc is twenty’'- five feet for budded orange trees 
or thirty feet for grapefruit. Around each stake 
spread a peck of hard wood ashes to insure tlic 
soil being perfectly swe^t. 

'file best time to plant the grove is from the 
IGth of December to the loth of February, though 
with proper handling it is safe to move a citrus 
tree at alinogt any tinic. 

The trees should be pureliased from a reliaV>le 
nurseryman who will give trees true to name and 
budded on the right kind of stock and also give 
proper care in the taking up and packing so that 
they will arrive at their destination in good 
shape. 

The stock should be of eitlier sour or bitter 
sweet varieties^ because they are by far the best 
adapted to our soils, being found growdiig wild 
in our hammocks; besides, they do net have foot 
rotj that dread disease that kills so many sweet 
seedlings. 

As to choosing varieties, we will quote I'l^om 
two equally good authorities, both having had 
wide e^cperience throughout the fitate for the 
past thirty years. One has looked more to the 
orange grove that is also a home and the other 
has more thoroughly experienced the setting of 
great groves as a financial investment. 

The ifirsf says: very satisfactory propor- 

tion has been found by planting one-third of the 
grove to grapefruitj about one-half to oranges 
divided into early^ medium and late varieties^ 
and the remainder to Dancy tangerines. For the 
grapefruit the Dun can and the Indian River are 
good ^ ai'ietieSj the former ripening the earlier. 
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Ideal (left) fin<l :lji other brand 

(rijrht) iis{nl [uniinl for pound tlie same forenooi] 
nnd given tlie same subsequent (^;ire In Prof. 
S nrn ’s niirserv at Bartow. 
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Pursoii Hrown, r^ine.i]ii‘le Valeuci^t 

orunicest fnniiiili fruit at three (tiJTerent seiiaotis. 
There are uiauv other varietieH, hut an we CHii 
not spuee to all we simply 11 a me Home of the 
best known. 

The seeoinl tells us: ]»lniitiiig u grove 

these duvHj when fruit is being handled iu ear- 
loud lots more than in any other wiiy^ it would 
he the part of wisdom to select one good variety 
tliat is proving liighly Buecesaful in the com- 
muriityi and let the entire grove he planted to 
thftt one vuriety. 

'* Among the diversified lauds of Florida we 
have here one piece that is particularly suited to 
grapefruit^ and there we have another piece that 
is admirably suited to the production of early 
orangCH, such as Parson Brown ^ etc. On still an- 
other place we have a piece of land containing 
a high percentage of iron and lime and well 
ada^ded to the production of highly colored and 
perfect npecimens of the Pineajiple oruiige. On 
other s«)iis we have the moist ure-proHerving aisd 
attriicting nature that enablew to grovv and to 
hold over in perfect condition the V^aleiitda Ijate 
or llurt^s Late; and our varietal Meloction should 
he made witli due consideration of all these 
points; and if the land is suitable for iiuy one 
class of fruit, like those described above, do not 
diversify on any particular ten-acro tract/’ 

In taking u]i the trees in the nursery the tops 
should he cut off about one and one-half or two 
feet nliove the ground and the roots should be 
cut to nViout a foot in length with the tap root 
one and one-half feet. This preserves the bah 
ane© between root and top. Do not make the 
mistake of trying to keep too much top. The 
trees must be kept damp from the taking u|i 
until they ure set in the groinuL Most of the 
trees that are lost get their death stroke between 
tlio digging and the setting. 
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J'uJl tlic <liit from around the stako with a hoe, 
leaving the ground in the shape of an inverted 
saiiceTj the l>ottoin edge being about; a foot deep. 
I>rive the stake into the ground to make a hole 
for the tap root. Plaee the trees in the hole 
H-nid spread the roots evenly. Let the trees be 
an inch liiglier than they w'ere in the nursery, for 
t]\ey wdll settle some. Pull a part of the dirt 
over the roots and [lOiir in a bueket of water. 
Ihill more dirt around the tree and pack tightly, 
iiioulding up a little in the shape of a saucer and 
pour on anotlior bucket of water and then mulch 
to prevent evaporation. 

The trees will need no further attention for 
several weeks unless the season is especially 
dry, ill which case water alioiild be given very 
sparingly until the rain comes. Too much water 
will cause the soil to sour and give tlie trees a 
serious set-back. 

When the new growth starts give each tree a 
pound of Ideal Fertilizer, spreading it in a circle 
around but. not too close to the tree and hoeing 
or raking it in. A little later mulch the tree 
circles and plant cowpeas in the middles to be 
used as described above. Never let miTlehing 
touch the tree trunks, 

Tt is a mistake to try to ‘^garden*' in a grove. 
Give the land over to the interest of your trees 
entirely if you would have them prosper, and if 
you wish to garden take other land, ft will pay 
you in the end. 

As the young tries commence to grow keep oH' 
all sprouts below the bud and leave all above the 
Vuid unless they seem especially crowded, when 
it will be best to ]uneh otf the tip of some of the 
shoots. Generally speaking the tree needs all 
the foliage it makes and knows mucli better how 
to grow a suitable top than does the one wtio 
interferes with its process. 
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tiTes well svurkeil but never sttir the 
grOMii<i when saturated with water or turn under 
any green vegetation, for it will sour the laini 
and eaiis^e die-buck and other diseases* Ihill tlie 
muleliiJig away from the trees in Nuvenibei* 
Renew when eold weather is over. 

iiivL' them another jiouud of Ideal Fertilizer 
about Jiiiie Ist, and again tie] d ember 1st. After 
that folloiv our garierul direetions for fertilizing* 
Wo have treated this matter fully in our book- 
lets, wliLeli we are glad to send on request, ami 
besides this iiiforinut ion we are always glad to 
give sjiecial uclviee as it is aeeded. The greater 
number of the prolitable groves in the State have 
been made liy the methods we advise and a 
iibeiai use of Ideal Fertilizer. 


Ptm Books on &11 Florida Froducta Sent on Bequest* 
SFBGIAIi BBITIOBS 

Key to Succbih: General pt'inclples of yoil inana^r^- 
ment, action of fertilizer materials^ etc. Cloth 
bounds cents; paper covers^ 3:5 cent.s. 

Citrus Caltnre for FroUt.— “Thla work covers citrus 
culture from selection of land to marketing. In* 
eluding latest nietliods of Insect ami (liaeaae 
control. Cloth bound. 50 cents; paper covers. 
35 cents. 

Control of In sects and Diseases tn Grove, Garden 
and Field* — A complete treatise descrlldng tbc 
different inweets and dIseascH and mcanH of pre- 
ventlonj lanitrol ami remedy iutdudlng crop m- 
tatlon^ recipes for making and mining Insect!* 
cldes and ftinKicides, directions for their use and 
description of effective spraying implements. 
Cloth bound* T5 cents; paper covers, 50 cents. 

Wilson & Toomer Fertilizer Go. 

Uanufacturen of Zdeal Fertilizers and 
Special Crop Fcnuulas 
Dealers in All Fertilizer Materials 
Spray Machines and Insecticides 
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